” wma * 


;) 


A WE 


PISCOUR 


Concerning that 


By SAMUEL WILLARD, W 
| Teacher of a Church at Boſton in New: England ;: 


— Pe. 


 - 


41 


| a... = aca, 


. 
3 Bo F c 
- F, , #49 
= : . : 
y 

q <2 
- 
. 


66. 9 N, Printed by 7. 4h the Year ifg, 


Rh ay 
| -g . 
- _ 4 o 
| , i a= % af 
: »."> > ©. : > IF D__ Joe - 
a »3Þ & 


—— — . 


. 4 - . 
td a—_ | "$43 
IT be - '4 wwe = 4 
P 4 £4 
y 


mea | 


4 TO, THE KOAYN 
{ 
4 | BA 3 
ed the lavfalneſs of Kilſing or Touching the Book 


| in taking a ſolemm Oath, cannot be 4tnyd ; thife 
great and famons Diuines, Rivet, 'Pareus, Voetius, #u#ve = 
al written againſt it ; and that worthy Confeſſor and Mar- ' 
»r, Mr. William Thorp, did refuſe to comply with the 
mentioned Mode of Swear ing ;.and he; ſaith, that Chryſoftom 
wes a7 4inſt the*Book-Oath, xs he ſtyles it ;. he thus argues, 
«JF 1 yoach the Book, 'the 'meaning of that Ceremony ts 
« wothing elſe but that T ſwear by it, when as it is ut 
 # © lawful ro Swear by any Creature, vid. Fox's Martyrol. 
4 #ol. 1. p. 705, &c. In Scotland and other Reformed 

Charches abroad, that Ceremony is not uſed ; and in our 
©  onn Courts of _—_— another Form of guns is: 


Flat "many 7ood: and very learned Men have doubt- 


frequently prattiſed. That ſome here in England forty 
” Jeers ago were ſcrupulous about this matter, we may va by 
ſured, in that- the Parliament in the Tear 1649. in t 
+ Vath which they enjoyned on Mayors and other Magiſtrates, 
inſerted a Proviſo as to the Mode in Swearing, that ſo 
doubting Conſciences might not be enſnared, vid ScobePs 
| Collections, chap. 51. [t is well known that thoſe famous 
. Divines, Dr. Thomas Goodwin, My. Philip Nye, and 
. A 2 My. 


— 


— 
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To the Reader. 


Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs, aid judge the impleaded Rite 
to be unwarrantable by the VVord of. Gol ;. aud why ſbould 
it be impoſed, when thereby the King may be deprived of 
the ſervice of many good Subjetts, who have perhaps weak 
but tender Conſciences ? But as for Papiſts, they ſay, that 
to ſwear 0# a Proteſtant Bible is no more than ſwearing 
on Aſop's Fables. It ſeems alſo to be of weighty Con- 
ſiaeration, that Kiſling in 4 religious way is a geſture of 
Adoration : Hence the Iſraelites kiſſed the Calves of Dan 
and Bethel, Hof. 13. 2.” The Gengiles ( and after them 
the Papiſts) were wont t0-kiff their Images, as a ſnifi- 
cation that they did VVorſhip them. But though we ought 
ro reverence the bleſſed Bible ahove all other Books, yet 
we may not VVorſbip it, but the Author of it only. Atha- 
naſius of old would not uſe ys other Rite in Swearing 
beſides that of lifting up the Fland to Heaven. 

The Reaaer ( 1 hope ) wilt find ſatisfadtion in that brief 
and ner VOns Diſarſe which is, emitted heyewith, and was 


written by a judicious and worthy Hand, - It is likewiſe to 
be hoped that this Diſputation may excite others to enquire 
into, and further clear the controverted Queſtion, which 
is the thing deſigned in this publication. 


M. I 


| Brief ESSAY 


QUESTION, 


V 1% 


Whether the En liſh Cuft from of Laying the 
Hand wpon th, BIBLE in SO 
be Law ful? 0 


Controverſie, at this time, had not the ſtreſs which is 


]* had been des needleſs to have ga 1 in this 
laid upon this Ceremony, and the apparent evils .arifing 


from ſuch an Impoſition en orced it ; ; might thoſe'who make 


Conſcientious Scruples abour it have been permitted to uſe , 


their Chriſtian Liberty, ( ſuch as I am Tully perſwaded is 

anted them in his Majeſties Gracious Declaration, and was 

bor ſome while in Praftice among us ) I am of the mind 
that there would not have been fo much enquiry made abour 
it, as Men by this occaſion Yhink themſelves copy” 
make 


, 


273 
- make : but the apprehenſions which have been cauſed, by 
what. Ecitertainment the refuſing of this Rite hath "met 
withal, bave made it requiſite that Mens Conſciences be 
rightly informed in this Article. 


I am not ignorant that a Man may be ſuperſtitious in 
needleſs ſcrupuloſities, as well as in uling of unlawful Cere. 
monies; but then it will be requiſite to make a cloſe enqui- 
ry into.$he matter, -Whether the ſuſpecting-of the Jawful. 
neſs of fo Swearing, be ſuch ſuperſtition. ? and. when 'fome 
Men do make”"fo mnch -of it, it-will put thinking iPerſons 
upon"a" mo'e accurate Conſideration about the thing.” If 
there be indeed nothing init, it is pity that wiſe and ho. 
neſt Men ſhould trouble others, 'or. expoſe themſelves, - their 
A and Eſtate by refuſing it. And if it be a thing 
forbidden -by God, I am fure tender Confciences will be 
deeply concerned to fave their inward Peace, .,whatſoever it 
may colt tkem : For the ſatisfaftion therefore of ſuch, and 
at the earneſt deſire of ſundry of them, I have -eſlayed to 
ſearch after the mind of God in this Caſe; in the ſolution 
whereof, .I only deſign the reducing; of it -to the known:and 
approved \Maxims -of 'Non-conformiſts, -it being in ti- 
ance with the ,requeſt of Tome (ſuch Men . that \I am thus 

: fs therefore witt need to'be ſaid toe it than would 
otherwiſe be requiſite : For there are divers -# or 
Preliminary Concluſions, which belong to the folution, which 
will be taken for granted by all that are any whit grounded 
in the. Principles. of , Non-conformity, and require only to 
be named, -ſince all- their Writings on this ſubjeft furniſh us 
. with convincing .eyidence of the truth of them ; and they 
are ſuch .as thele, | 


1. That all Religious Worſhip not Commanded by God, 
is forbidden. 


2+ That all Symbalical Ceremonies enjoyned Men in Re- 
ligious Worſhip, are made Parts of Worſhip, and conſequent- 
:ly, if got Commanded, forbidden. 


3. That 


C3] 


3. That all ſuch things impoſed upon Men, are an in- 
fringemeat of their Liberty of Conſcience, and an expoſing 
them to fin. th 


4- That things indifferent are to be avoided, in Caſe of 
Scandal ariſing by the uſe of them, and it is a Gn not to 
avoid them. | 


s. That--no Prattice of holy and good Men is ſufficient 
to. warrant my Praftifing after them; or- ought to' ſatisfic. 
my Conſcience. 


Theſe things ſappoſed, - (-and - it - were eafie to prove 
them, were it not- already done ) I proceed to- the mat- 
ter under- Conſideration, and ts wave a tedions Diſcourſe, 
and: omit. many : things- that"might here be ſaid, I "ſhall en- 
deavour to- reduce -it to' a Point in' which the matter will 
berobvious. 


' Let it then be conſidered, / 
1 That in or about Swearing before Civil Authority, there 
xe'two things which muſt be diſtintly confidered. 1. The 
Matter aboot which it'is converſant ; and that is a Teſtimony, 
whether Aſſertory or Promiſſory: There is ſomething thar'a 
Nan ſwears” to, and 'this ont 'of doubt belongs ts the ſecond” 
Table of the Moral Law; and 'the Ninth Commandinent; and” 
is'no part”of' Worſhip, but a thing meerly Civil 2. The” 
Confirmation of'this Teſtimony by the Oath, and this none" 
that I know of 'ever queſtioned but that it belongs to Wor-- 
i}, ſhip, and is generally refetred to the firſt Table; and-the third- 
Command; ( though conſidered as a part of Natural Wor- 
ſhip; it'is alſo to be/teferred to/the- firſt Command)) it; being * 
ani Invocation of God; a ſolemm Appeal to him, and *( at 
laſt) an implicit Imprecation againſt our ſelves, if we ſpeak 
| falfly; and therefore calls for” holy fear and reverence of him” 
whoſe Name is thus-called upon: - 


2. That 


[4] 


2. That to an Oath ſo given. there is a double reſpett to be * he 
had. 1. Tothe uſe of it, which-is Civik; it being appoint. » ſk 
ed for the putting of an end to Controverlies between Men, nc 
for the confirmation of Truth, and obligation of Men moſt fo 
firmly unto fidelity in all the truſt that is repoſed in them, V 
ſo far as humane Prudence can reach. 2. To the Form of it, nd 
and that is purely Religions, becauſe in Swearing 1'do after | 
the moſt ſolemn manner addreſs my ſelf to God, who is the 
ſearcher of Hearts, and knows if 1 1ye or diſlemble ; and call al 
him to witneſs upon my Soul : Yea, ſo eſſential a piece of Re- A 
ligion is Swearing, that it is in Scripture Metonymically put ly 
for all Religion, Pſal. 63. 11. 1/a. 19. 18. lt is indeed a fo- dl 
lemn Prayer, and ſo an aft of Worſhip. , * di 

| | | is 

3. That Ceremonies which are or may be uſed in Swear- 01 
ing come under a twofold conſideration. 1. Such as may 0l 
be meerly Civil, viz. Snch as are the Notices -by which it | 
may be known who is the Perſon ſwearing ; and maybe be 
expreſlive of his conſent to, and being engaged in the Oath Y 
which is adminiſtred ; concerning which Ceremonies I make ly 

| no doubt but that : whatſoever Civil Authority ſhall enjoyn © 
to be an Indication of the Perſon, and a witneſs of his vo- he 


_—_ accepting the Oath, and acknowledging himſelf un- 0 
der the Obligation of it, may be lawfully ſubmitted to, hb 
and needs not to be diſputed by him who is called to ſwear, 

always provided there be no Profaneneſs in the Caſe. - 2. Such te 
as are Religious, viz. that are uſed to ſtrengthen - or confirm v 
the Oath, to add more ſolemnity to it, to oblige the Perſon; 
that takes it unto greater care and caution, or to ſtrengthen 
the credit of Teſtimony the more : Concerning all which it 
muſt be aſſerted, that they are undoubted Appendages to Re- 
ligious Worſhip, and muſt therefore be tryed by the Propoſi- 
tions laid down, the reſpeCt being not Civil but purely Reli-. 
gious; for whatſoever is uſed as a religious mean, to make 
me more ſerjous in a Religious aCtion, muſt-needs be fo, and 
hence.it muſt be either Natural or Inſtituted. 


4- That 


4a 16 me © D ff © RX, 
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F -*4. That an Oath being a ſolemn Prayer and Appeal, it 
” hence ought to be made to God alone: That Men are to 
fwear by God only, is a Truth fo fully clear in Scripture, that 
no Man that is a Chriſtian can call it in queſtion ; if there- 
fore in Swearing | appeal to any but God, 1 am guilty of falſe 
Worſhip, Deut. 6. 13. Jer. 5. 7. and great reaſon, for there is 
none elle can deteCt us, and puniſh us if we be found forſworn. 


5. That whatſoever is ſworn by, is not a.meer Medium, but 

an Objet of Worſhip : If I appeal to the God who is the 
Author of this Bible, | then make it a Ceremony, and am on- 
ly queſtionable about the lawfulneſs of uſing ſuch a ſtated Me- 
dium ; but if I appeal to God and the Bible, then I make it a 
divine Obje&t of my Adoration : Hence Swearing by any thing 
is underſtood in Scripture for making the thing we ſwear by 
our ObjeC, Fer. 5. 7. Matth. 5. 34, &c. and then the Queſti- 
on is, Whether this be the true God, or an Idol ? 
; Upon theſe Pcemiſes there will now need nothing more to 
be enquired after, but only, Whether the laying the Hand 
upon the Book in Swearing may be accounted a Civil ſign meer- 
ly, and ſuch as may be uſed by Men ? or, Whether it be -not 
certainly a part of religious Worſhip, according to Law, 
Uſage and Cuſtom ? And if it appears to be the latter, no Non- 
* conformiſt can ever conſent to it, *till firſt he depart from 
his own Principles. | 

To prove therefore that it is and mult be ſo, is ſufficient 
to my preſent purpoſe, for the confirmation whereof, | offer 
theſe Arguments. 


- 1. It is ſo by the true, proper, and unqueſtionable intent of 
the Law by which it is required : And hence it muſt needs be 
{ interpretatively of every one that uſeth it in complyance 
with that Law. It is a Truth beyond ſuſpicion, that a Man's 
ations are not interpretable, according to his own private ſenſe 
and pretended meaning, but according to the common uſage 
m which ſuch ations are taken, and for Men to--pretend to 
another meaning, is practical Equivocation. "The Primitive 
Chriſtians knew, that to caſt Frankincenſe into the Fire '\upon 
$ @ldol's Altar, would be Interpretative ſacrificing to that 

—_— B Idol, 


[6] 
Idol, let their reſerved meaning be what it would, and there. 
fore they refuſed to do ir. He therefore that complies with 
any thing required in the Law, 1s truly reputed by ll 
Men”to comply with the Law in the true and plain meaning 

. of it. Now that this is the indiſputable ſence of the Law, is 
evident; for what elſe is Swearing by the Book but ſuch? If 
we conſult the Statute-Law, poſſibly there is no clearer men- 
tion of this appeal there, than what is in the Oath of Supre. 
macy, which in ſo many words joyns the Invocation of God, 
and ſwearing by the Contents of the Book. If we look to 
the Common Law, let all old Preſidents ſpeak, which tell us 
that it is done Per ſacra Dei Evanzeha, by the Holy Goſpels ; 
and this cannot intend only a ſignification of the Perſons ſwear- 
ing, and their conſent, but expreſly declares an appeal to the 
Book, which was never appointed by God to be a Ceremony, 
much leſs an Obje& of my Appeal. And if we look to 
Canon Law, whence it borrows its Original, none need to 
be ignorant that it was intended to put a religious reſpe@ on 
the Book, by the Authors of it, whoſe very Principles plead the 
juſtification of a Religious Worſhip due to ſome Creatures, 


plead for it.: What elfe is intended, when in their Self-Juſtifi. 
cation, theyTell us it is done to put the more Solemnity upon 
the Oath ; and that their meaning is, that they do hereby fig- 
nificantly renounce all the benefits promiſed toChriſtians wu this 
Book, and invoke the Curſes of itupon themſelves, if theylye? 
and this maſt of neceſſity be more than the bare Indigitation of 
the Perſon,and nothing leſs than a Religious Application ; which 
hath not the Authority of God for it, being neither 'a Natu- 
ral, nor Inſtituted Medium. 


3. It is ſo by the very thing that is choſen and appointed to 
be made uſe of, +#z,. the Holy Bible, or Goſpels : For, were 
it only to ſignifie the Perſon and his Conſent, why might 
not any other thing do as well? Yea, why might not lift- 
ing up the Hand: be better approved, which is in Civil Law; 
uſed as a Civil Sign, by which a Man. is called to fignific 
that he is the Perfon arratgned , and conſents .to- his bein 


tri 


2. It is ſo by the Confeſſion of thoſe that. have uſed it, and 


= 
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tried by the Authority of the Court where he. ſtands to be 

ged ; and is alſo a natural Sign accompanying of Prayer, 
or an outward ſignification of Mens appealing to God in 
ig | Prayer? This Book therefore muſt needs have bin made 
is {| choice of with a Religious reſpect. 


t- 4 It can be no Salvo to Mens Conſciences, for this or 
a that particular Judge, or any Men in ſubordinate Authority, 
, toſay, That they intend nothing elſe by ir, when they impoſe 
0 it, but only the Notification of the Perſon, and ſignifying 
C that he doth now-take the Oath: for the Sence of the Law 
; is always one and the ſame : And thongh it muſt be grant- 
, ed neceſſary that Judges are, in caſe of difficulty and dn- 
: biouſneſs, to interpret the meaning of the Law, to Men 
5 concerned to AC according to it; yet if they ſhould give a 
> | fate evidently other than the Law will bear, it can hard- 
ly be thought obligrng; to be ſure, where the ſence of the 
| Law is clear and plain, their interpreting it otherwiſe can- 
not ſatisfie one that knows it is not the meaning : For if 
ſo, what force” can there be in a Law, or what ſafety can 
, the Subje&t pretend to himſelf in meaſuring his Adions by 
it, becauſe that which 1s the ſence of; it to day, may be re- 
pugnant to & to morrow. 


5. It doth no whit mend the matter, that of late, thoſe. 
words [ and the Contents of this Book] are omitted. in_the 

ving or adminiſtring of the Oath, ir being only a Snare 
fad before Men, and no real favour to them, as not in. 
Truth affording any abatement upon the Conſciences .of 
ſuch as are judicious ; and that is, becauſe the ſame thing is 
intended in the Law, and is every whit as much ſignihed 
by the A&t of Laying on the Hand, it being the lence .of 
the Law, in Obedience whereunto it is done : And Actions. 
do ſpeak as forcibly as Words. Except therefore the Law 
it felf could ceaſe, or loſe its ſence, the omiſſion of a word: 
explicatory mitigates it not; becauſe all that know the 
meaning of the: Law, know what the. Attion {ignifies accord» 


Iog to it, | 
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